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Land Revenue Qoncessions.

the Revenue.concession of ' 75 lakhs which
eweor since the last Settlement. Thia rumour.

which they used to do by now. The Kist collections begin in
January 1943.

The Land Revenue concessions were started. in 1932-33. Late
Sir K. V, Reddi Naidu, when he was the interim Minister, claimed
credit for a possible permansnt reduction of land revenue to the
extent of 75 lakhs. A commitiee was appointed and submitted its
report. What happened to i, it is not known. The Administration
report for 1936 -37 stated that the Lund Revenue Concession for fasli
. 1347 took the form of cancellation of the percentage enhancement
imposed at the.last resettlement.. In 1937 when Congress took office
it wag stated that resettlements were abandorved altogether. Now
probably the Government consider that the ryot was benefitted in
194142 by the steep rise in prices and will also be benefitted in
1942-43, when- prices are bound to be high. This argument is not
seund, Firstly-it will not be- guite corzect to state that the ryots
benefitted by the rise in priced of ' 194}-42. The ordinary ryet
usually wells his erop soon after barvest in order to pay off the ad-
vahoes he got from the village money lender for cultivation expen-
ses, family maintenance eto. Very soen after, the Kist collection
comes when he sells away the balance of paddy he has, so mueh so
ha dgeq nat aven have paddy far his consumption, with the result he
engages himsalf in Coali work. This is generally the case with all
middle class ryots whose holdings :on an average range between
Ag. 3 — 1010, The righ land Lord ryot who owns Ac. 100 and above
is an exception. Paddy is harvested in circars and in many parts
durinz the months of October to December. In' districts which
grow psddy during North East Monsoon paddy is harvested in April
and Mmy. Statistics in the passession of Government will demons-
trate $hat the steep rise in the price of paddy wasin July 1942, Till
July 1942, the prices were the same as in June 1941. The difference
in September 1942 prices is much more than in September 1941.

Sept.  Sept.  Bept.  Sept.  Sept.
1938 1939 1940 1941 1942

Telugu Districts 100.. 102 130 7 154 187
Tamil Districts 100 104 113 130 226



July

Sept.
1942 1949
istri 140 187
Telugu Districts
Tamil Districts 170 230 to 240

Secondly even if the theory of enhanqexpent of land Revenye
rates based on price levels be taken as & guiding Principle, the Tise
in prices over a number of normal years is what should be considereg
The rise in prices during a couple of years of War,

after a devastating
economic depression spread over a decade, w

g ould be a most hopelegs
criterion to apply. The rise in prices for 1941-49 diq not benefit the

ryot. The rise in prices for 1942-43 which will benefit the ryot wil)
be after all for one year. Thirdly, after all, the War may end myc
sooner than is thought of and who knows ag g result of its after.
effects depression may not follow.

Again there is an important aspect to be consider
not be forgotten that the ris_e in pricesis not c:onﬁned
produce, but covers all articles of consumption whi
not produce. In thn case of non-Agricultural prod
prices is very much higher. This means that cost of living of the
Agriculturist has risen, very much counter balancing the rige in
price of Agricultural producs. The high cost of i
ments, artificial manure, inqludmg caster cake, and that the cost of
clothing have virtually nullified the rise n the price of Agricultura)
produce. The ryot is a loser and not a gainer. The large incomp
he is supposed to derive does not appear 1o be real.

There is yet another aspect. At a time when the GROW
MORE FOOD " campaign is pushed thh' such vigour, the Took
naturally asks why he should grow enthusiastic over it, if the little
he may be able to make by growing more food should be taken awy
in the form of enhanced revenue payment. The ryet may n“u“”y
ask whether the propaganda is due to the fact that the Governmepy
wants to cancel the concession and raise more revenues. Ag SIR
JOGENDER SINGH emphamseq the ryot .must be given every in.
ducement heartily to co-operate in the national effors, ADy contro)
of prices that may not assure him a fair return or levy of additiong]

taxation, be it a rise in the land Revenue, shoulq be ca.refuuy'
avoided.

The people wanted a reduction of Land Revenue because
assessment rates were high and to give s Permanent Relief to :}ﬁ:
Ryot as Agriculture was nos always remunerative,

HIS EXCELLENCY THE .G.'rOV].f}RNOR' and hig ADVISERS
have been keeping to popular policies hitherto inaugurateq apnq wodo
believe that in this respect also they will continue tq dq
ally when the Government requires the good wil] of
joining the Government in the NATIONATL EFFQ to defeat oy
ENEMY. Any decision not to repeat the Land Reve
sions which the ryot has befsn thmku_xg is a Permanent ¢}
bound to be unpopular. It is not as if the Re Ve falle
The sales-tax has brought in a largp Reve_nue-_ The Ryot iy n.
also the largest consumer is paying this tax Indirect]y. It 18
Government Yant money %o prosecute the

WAR. " The .3 true
contributed to the WAR FUND generously. ® ryot hag

ed. It shoylq
to Agricultura)
h & ryot doeg
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